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‘To Save, Disciple and Release in Jesus Name’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
BAPTISM CLASSES
Study One
WHAT IS WATER BAPTISM

Introduction

The Christian life is like a journey.  We don’t one day become a Christian then just sit back and wait for heaven, there are steps along the way.  We need to forever be on the move, working from one step to the next until Jesus returns or God calls us to heaven.  Thankfully we’re not alone on our journey.  The Holy Spirit was sent to help us and comfort us.  We also have other Christians who God has sent to help us, although everyone’s journey is slightly different.  This means we can help and encourage each other but our journey is unique – God has mapped it out especially for us.

Baptism is one of the early steps along our Christian journey.

You are obviously thinking about being baptised to do these classes.  These classes are meant to help you understand three main things :
1.	What baptism is.
2.	Why we get baptised.
3.	What the baptism of the Holy Spirit is.
As you follow these classes, pray that God will guide you and teach you.  Read the Bible verses and try to answer the questions.  You will find that not only will God teach you about baptism, but also about the foundations of what you believe as a Christian.  God bless you on this step of your journey!


What is Water Baptism?

Acts Chapter 2 is very important in helping us understand baptism.  Let’s look at it together. Acts 2 tells the story of when the disciples receive the Holy Spirit.  Jesus has returned to heaven and has told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit, the Helper He has promised them.  Read the whole story and remind yourself of the story of what happened on the day of Pentecost.
Peter talks to the crowd about Jesus.  

Look carefully at verse 38.  Peter tells the people that they must do 2 things.  Write down here the 2 things they must do :

1.  ____________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________


Also in verse 38 Peter promises 2 things to the people as they obey.  Write down what the promises are.

1.  ____________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________

Now look at verse 39.  Who are those promises for?

1.  ____________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________

So, this is interesting.  Do we choose to be baptised?  Do we do it to please God or our families or because our friends are doing it?  Peter makes it very clear.  We MUST be baptised.  It’s not actually a choice.  But look at the benefits!  
Now think about who’s it for?  The chosen few?  The really religious and holy ones?  No! All who God has called!

So, what is baptism?

It’s a  ______________________________ from God to every believer.



Acts 2 is not the only story of people being baptised in the Bible.  When you are on your own later in the week, look up these stories in the Bible and record who was baptised.

1.	Acts 8 : 9 – 13			______________________________

2.	Acts 8 : 26 – 40			______________________________

3.	Acts 9 : 18 – 19			______________________________

4.	Acts 10 : 47 – 48		______________________________

5.	Acts 16 : 14 – 15		______________________________

6.	Acts 16 : 25 – 34		______________________________

7.	Acts 18 : 8			______________________________

8.	Acts 19 : 1 – 7			______________________________

As we read these verses, we can very easily learn from the Bible that as soon as people became Christians they got baptised – there seemed to be no reason for them to wait.  They did not wait to check out whether it was the right thing to do, they didn’t pray to ask God what to do.  The two always seem to come together: they turned from their sins and turned to God, so they repented and became Christians, and they were baptised.

A Bit of Background (for those scholars amongst us!)

In the New Testament our word baptism comes from the Greek word ‘baptizo’ which means to submerge, plunge or immerse.  The Greeks used the word to describe how they would dye a piece of cloth by immersing it in the coloured dye.  You would not just dip a corner of the cloth in but fully submerge it in the bowl. Jews used baptism when a non-believer left behind their old beliefs and put their faith in the one true God.  It was a ceremony to show that they had left their past beliefs behind.  Interestingly it had to take place in the presence of 3 witnesses (can you remember / do you know what is said as someone is baptised?).

John the Baptist baptised people in the River Jordan.  His baptism was called a baptism of repentance, because people wanted to turn from their evil and bad ways. Jesus was baptised by John because he wanted to do what was right in the eyes of God and of men, not because He was bad.
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‘To Save, Disciple and Release in Jesus Name’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
BAPTISM CLASSES  
Study Two
WHY BE BAPTISED?

From our first study we learnt that Baptism is not actually a choice.  It is something Christians do when they make their commitment to Jesus.  It involves the total submersion of the person in water.

In this Study we are going to look more closely at why we get baptised.

1.	Firstly we are baptised as an act of obedience.

If we are Christians we are taught to look at what Jesus says.  So let’s get our Bibles and look up Mark 16:16.  Jesus is talking here to His disciples.
He says very clearly ‘Anyone who believes and is baptised will be  _________________ ‘.  

Now look up Matthew 28:19 – 20.  This is a very similar passage to the one in Mark but it’s more detailed.  Jesus tells his disciples ‘go and make disciples of all nations,	

 _______________________________	them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.’  In verse 20 Jesus says ‘Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.’

a)	Jesus doesn’t say we can be baptised if we want to.  It’s one of His commands.  I don’t know about you, but I think it would be very unwise to ignore something Jesus told us to do.  We can’t wear WWJD on our wrists, or a cross round our necks and then say that we know better.
b)	Jesus says we will be saved if we believe and are baptised.  Pretty serious stuff!
c)	A disciple is someone who follows the teaching of Jesus.  So that’s us too.  So we are told to obey all the commands Jesus has given, which includes being baptised.

We wouldn’t question anything else Jesus told us to do, so why do some people doubt whether baptism is the right step to take? If Jesus says it, just do it!

N.B.  Did you notice the 3 witnesses Jesus tells us will be at our baptism?

The most important person, in my opinion, to ever be baptised was Jesus himself. Many people ask why Jesus was baptised, including John the Baptist himself.  Jesus has no sin, He had nothing to confess, repent of, or feel guilty about.  He did not need to make a fresh start.  So why was He baptised?  


Read the story in Matthew 3 : 13 – 17 and read verse 15 very carefully.  Write out below what Jesus says in that verse.





Why was Jesus baptised?  OBEDIENCE.  To show us it has to be done so that everything is right!  Got it!  Even Jesus did what God wanted.  He was baptised, not because He needed to, but because He wanted to set an example and show us what we needed to do.


2.	The second reason to be baptised is confession, to publicly declare that we belong to and follow Jesus.

The first step in our Christian life is to become a Christian!  That is when we decide to give our life to God and follow Jesus.  For many of us that would have been a private affair between us and God.  Of course we tell people about it, but at the point of becoming a Christian God did something on the inside of us.  He washed away our sins and sealed us with His Holy Spirit.  Although the angels rejoiced in heaven, there were probably no audible trumpets, cascading waterfalls or party poppers announcing the event to everyone else.  Baptism is the next stage where we declare publicly what has happened on the inside.  Baptisms are never private affairs and never should be.  They are intended for all to see.  That is also why we have to give a testimony at our baptism – a short speech where we tell everyone
a)	how we became a Christian
b)	what difference it has made to our lives
c)	why we want to be baptised.
Giving a testimony is not like a driving test where we have to give the right answers before we pass, but it tells others what has gone on in private between you and God.  Baptism is described as the ‘public declaration of your confession in Christ’.  Basically, it shows on the outside what has happened on the inside. If you haven’t started already, over the next week start to think about your testimony.  Follow the three questions above and begin to write down some ideas.  It is always better to prepare your testimony in advance and just read it out on the day.  It can be quite daunting to stand in front of a packed church with everyone waiting to hear what you have to say and you want to make it the best you can.

There is nothing special or magical about the water at baptism.  We’ve already had our sins and past washed away when we became Christians, so we don’t need them washed away a second time.  With water you might be able to wash your hands and your hair, but water can’t wash you on the inside.  Remember baptism is an outward show of what has already happened on the inside.  Only God can wash you on the inside.

In other religions and in certain jobs you have to wear special clothes to show that you belong.  eg the army or the police force.  It is easy for people to see on the outside what you believe or what you do.  In Christianity, other than the Salvation Army, we don’t wear a uniform.  Therefore, baptism is a way to show others who we belong to and what we believe.

Write down 3 other ways you can show someone you are a Christian.

1.  ____________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________
  
It is important to try to invite non-Christians to your baptism as well as your Christian friends, as it is more likely they will not know what you believe or why.  Baptism is an excellent opportunity to witness for God.  Start to think about who you will invite.  Pray about it too.  God may have someone in mind.  When you have decided then start to pray for them individually that God will open their eyes and their hearts.


3.	The third reason to be baptised is to show our dedication to following Jesus.

Baptism is described as a ‘sacrament’.  When a Roman soldier swore an oath of loyalty to the Emperor it was called a ‘sacramentum’.  This is where the word sacrament comes from.  Therefore when we are baptised it is like we swear our allegiance to God.  We dedicate ourselves to follow God and promise to follow the teachings of Jesus.  

At other churches babies are christened and baptised very soon after their birth.  At christenings, the parents promise to follow God and teach the child about the Bible and Jesus.  As the baby is too young the parents promise allegiance for them.  It is then up to the child as they grow up whether to make those promises for themselves.  Our Church believes that we cannot make promises on behalf of someone else, that we are all going to have to face God for ourselves one day and answer for the life we have led and the decisions we have made.  Therefore we do not christen babies.  We have a Dedication Service where God is thanked for the baby and the church promises to support and encourage the child as they grow up but our Church believes we have to make our own decision about baptism when we are old enough to understand what it means and when we are sure of our own faith. This view is upheld in many streams of the Christian Church.

The Bible tells us ‘There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism,’ (Ephesians 4 : 5).  So we need to be sure that we’re doing the right thing.  We can’t do it again later.

Marriage is also a sacrament.  At a wedding the husband and wife make promises to God and each other, and they seal their promises by exchanging and wearing rings.  At baptism we promise our loyalty to God and seal it by being immersed in the water.  Again, it is an outer sign of something that we do inside, in our hearts.

Think carefully before you answer the next 2 questions :

1.	Why should the step of baptism be taken seriously?

	_________________________________________________________

2.	Is there any good reason(s) why you should not be baptised?

	_________________________________________________________


4.	The fourth reason to be baptised is to show our identification with Jesus.

Baptism has a double meaning here.  Firstly when we are baptised, we identify with Jesus when he was baptised.  We follow his example.  Secondly, when Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan, he identified with us.  He stood in our place.

Look carefully again at the story of Jesus’ baptism in Matthew 3:13 – 17.  There are some really significant things that happen here.

1.	Jesus went down under the water.
2.	He came back up out of the water.
What do we mean by ‘significant’?  They’re pretty obvious things to happen.  But let’s look at what they mean.
Baptism is pictured as a grave.  When you look at the shape of the baptistery and the fact that it is below ground level, you can imagine that.

1.	When Jesus went down under the water, it was as if He was dying – going down into the grave.
2.	When He came back up out of the water it was if He was pointing to His resurrection – that death could not hold Him.

As we are baptised, we follow what Jesus did.

1.	We go down under the water as if we are dying to our old way of life.
2.	We come up out of the water as if we are rising to a new life in and with Jesus.

A strange funeral service!  But in your Bible look up and read  Romans 6:4 – 5.  We identify with what Jesus did.

We don’t actually physically die when we are baptised, so why do we act out that we die?  Think back.  When you became a Christian, what did you die to?  What did you leave behind?  What did you ask God to take away? And when we come out of the water, what new life are we coming in to?
You’ll find the answer, if you haven’t worked it out in Romans 6:7 – 8. So once again, baptism is an outer show of what God is doing on the inside.

Now try to answer these 3 questions :

1.	What am I declaring to everyone as I go into the water at my baptism?

	_________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________

2.	What am I declaring as I go under the water?

	_________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________



3.	What am I declaring as I come out of the water?

	_________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________


Now think about this one – it will help with your testimony too.

What does baptism mean to you?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Baptism is also a way of entering the ‘Church’.  Not just Fairfield Community Church, or any other particular church, but the ‘Church’ – the body of Christ on Earth.  If you look up Galatians 3 : 27 – 29, it says that ‘once you have been baptised in Christ’, ‘you are one in Christ’ – you are part of His body which is the Church.

At Fairfield Community Church in order to become a church member you need to be baptised.
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FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
BAPTISM CLASSES
Study Three
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Bible talks about two baptisms : water baptism and baptism in the Holy Spirit.  From what the Bible teaches us, we should expect them both to happen at the same time.

What does Baptism in the Holy Spirit mean?

When you became a Christian you were sealed and marked with God’s Holy Spirit.  When you prayed to ask Jesus into your life you said something like ‘ Please come into my life’ or ‘Holy Spirit please help me to live for Jesus’.  The Bible tells us that Jesus is in heaven, seated at the right hand of God.  Jesus isn’t actually in anyone’s life or heart.  It’s actually the Holy Spirit who comes into our life when we become Christians.  The Holy Spirit is the Helper that Jesus promised us when Jesus returned to heaven.  So the Holy Spirit already lives in us when we are baptised.  So what is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

Let’s look back at that very first story from Study One : Acts 2, and let’s read it again.

In Luke 24 : 49, Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit but He tells the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait.  In Acts 2 the disciples had been waiting.  The Holy Spirit’s arrival was pretty impressive to say the least!

Verses 2 – 3 : How is the Holy Spirit described?

______________________________________________________________

Verse 4 :  What did it cause the disciples to do?

______________________________________________________________
Verse 14 :  What does Peter do?

______________________________________________________________

Verse 41 : What happened to the people?

______________________________________________________________






The disciples were baptised in the Holy Spirit.
1.	They waited for the promise.
2.	The Holy Spirit filled each one of them.
3.	They received power they had not known before.
4.	The people turned to God.

Before we are baptised, the Holy Spirit lives in us, but when we are baptised  in the Holy Spirit we are filled with the power of the Holy Spirit to do the work God has called us to.

Sometimes the Holy Spirit does it quietly, sometimes very loudly, but either way it’s powerful.  You may react immediately or you may discover the evidence later.  It is at this time we will be praying for you to receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  You will find the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14.  Look them up and read about them.  We also believe that when you are baptised in the Holy Spirit you may speak in tongues.  This is a special prayer language that God gives us to help us follow Jesus.

God gives us these gifts to encourage each other and to serve the people.  Pray that you will receive them as you are filled with God’s power.

How do you feel about receiving the power of the Holy Spirit?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________


How would the Holy Spirit help you in your daily life following Jesus?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________


As Christians we need to ask every day for the Holy Spirit to fill us.  Don’t think that because you have been baptised in the Holy Spirit, that’s it – you can just sit back and let God do the rest.  You will need to pray every day to be refilled with the Holy Spirit or your work for and with God will lose its power.  The Holy Spirit is called our Guide, Comforter and Helper, amongst many other beautiful names.  Baptism is only the start of our adventure with Jesus.  Just look at what the disciples did after Acts 2.  The Holy Spirit wants to be part of all we do and to enable us to live the lives God has planned for us.

Enjoy your baptism but remember it is not the end of your journey.  Read the Bible, pray, ask questions and get to know your God and allow Him to use your life to make a difference to the world and the people He sends you to.

May all the blessings of God in Christ be yours!
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