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‘Serving Christ, serving the community’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
COMMITMENT COURSE

CHURCH COMMITMENT COURSE

COURSE BEGINNING: ……………………………………………………………………

NAME:	………………………………………………………………………………………

Welcome to our commitment course.  We believe it is important that every Christian should belong to a local church, a fellowship of believers where he or she can be loved and cared for and where there is an atmosphere which will encourage Christian maturity.
This course is designed for you to find out what we believe as a church and how we function. By the end of it you should be clear whether or not God wants you to belong to Fairfield Community Church.
We welcome any questions that you may have during the course.  It is better to learn the answers now than to discover after joining the fellowship that if you had known the answers before, you might not have joined.
Please attend each session and ask the Lord to reveal his will to you and bless you during this time.  We look forward to sharing the journey with you in prayer and fellowship.
Yours in Jesus,

The Leadership Team
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‘Serving Christ, serving the comunity’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
COMMITMENT COURSE	Study One
FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE – BEING SAVED AND BAPTISED
Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 2:38).
1. THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING BORN AGAIN
	You need to be a Christian before you can become a member of Fairfield Community Church.  According to the Bible, which is our authority in all things, a local church such as ours is not the building or denomination but a community of Christians.
2. HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
	Our sinfulness has separated us from a Holy God.  How can this gap which sin causes between God and man ever be bridged?
i. Not  by being born in a 'Christian' country. Billy Graham once said, 'You may be born in a garage, but that doesn't make you a motor car!'. 
ii. Not by having Christian parents. Spiritual life is 'not of natural descent' (John 1:13).
iii. Not by doing your best and living a good life.  Salvation is 'not by works' (Ephesians 2:8-9).
iv. Not by being christened or baptised as a baby.  Scripture has no records of infants being christened.
v. Not by going through any ritual (e.g. confirmation) or by partaking of any sacrament.
vi. Not even by joining a church.

3. BECOMING A CHRISTIAN IS TO BE BORN INTO THE FAMILY OF GOD.
	This is an inward, spiritual experience; an encounter with Jesus Christ which puts us into a right relationship with God as his children. Christians sometimes refer to it as 'being saved', 'getting converted' or being 'born again'. To have such an experience is the most vital thing in the world for you as an individual.  There are two parts to it: (i) 'Turn to God in repentance' and (ii) 'have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ' (Acts 20:21). Once we have been ‘saved’ we need to surrender our agendas and obey all Christ taught his disciples.

	a)	Here is the picture: 
		God rules over all. The Old Testament teaches us that God has set standards that we must reach if we are to have fellowship with him. However, due to the fact that we are all sinners, both by birth and by practice, none of us could ever reach that standard. Because God loved us so much he sent Jesus to provide a way for us to get back to God. Jesus is the unique Son of God, himself divine. He left God the Father's side and became a man like us, but without sin. During his life on earth he DID meet God's standards, he offered himself on the cross as a sacrifice to God, taking the punishment that our sins deserved. He was raised from the dead and ascended back to the Father’s right hand in glory.
	Now God offers salvation (a relationship with himself) to all who will accept it as a free gift, purchased by the blood of Jesus. As the Bible says, 'The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord' (Romans 6:23).
A gift does not actually become yours until you reach out and take it from the person who is offering it to you. The wonderful gift of knowing God is not a physical thing to be taken with both hands. It is a spiritual gift to be taken by faith.

b)	You receive this gift when:

i. You realise that your sin is the hindrance to being right with God.
ii. You acknowledge the futility of your own efforts to win God's favour.
iii. You determine that with God's help you will forsake your sin. This is called repentance.
iv. You realise that Jesus died on the cross for your sins and is now risen from the dead to make you right with God. He is the only way of salvation.
v. You recognise that trusting him means giving your life totally to Jesus as Lord.
vi. You receive him personally into your life by faith.
Have you repented and received Jesus as Saviour and Lord? If 'yes' is your genuine response then the Bible entitles you to hold with confidence that you have eternal life.  You are saved,  you are born again, you are in God's family.  (John 3:16;  5:24).

4. THE IMPORTANCE OF CONFESSION
	There is really no such thing as a secret Christian.  God intends that we tell others openly about what we have done in receiving Jesus.  Here we need to be full of the Holy Spirit and of wisdom.  Do not feel under pressure regarding this, the more we are in love with Christ and full of his Spirit we will find it natural to openly share him with others (Romans 10:9-10; Matthew 10:32-33).
5. CAN I BE SURE I AM BORN AGAIN?
	Yes!  see 1 John 5:13.
	I can relax my full weight into a chair because I am confident it is strong enough to bear my weight. In a similar way I can relax fully into the things of God because I am certain that I have eternal life; I am his child.
GOD HAS GIVEN THREE PRINCIPAL MEANS OF ASSURANCE:

i. The teaching of the word of God. This we take at face value by faith. For example, Jesus said, 'Whoever comes to me I will never drive away'  (John 6:37).  You have come to him so rest assured he will hold on to you and never drive you away.
ii. The inner witness of the Holy Spirit that we have been made children of God              (Romans 8:15-16).
iii. Obedience to the will of God. This is always the pathway to blessing. Then we discover God working with us (Philippians 2:12-13).

IT TAKES A LIFETIME TO EVEN BEGIN TO APPRECIATE ALL THE BENEFITS OF BEING BORN AGAIN.  HERE ARE A FEW TO REJOICE IN RIGHT AWAY:

i. God is your father. You can expect to become like your Father, just as any child expects to grow like his parents (John 1:12-13).
ii. You are a new person - from the inside out!  You are called to be an overcomer, a winner, in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 8:31-39).
iii. You have a new king in your life – the Lord Jesus Christ. He loves you and wants to guide your life for the best (Colossians 1:13).
iv. You have been saved from your sin and from the eternal judgement to come (Matthew 1:21).
v. The Holy Spirit lives within you. The third Person of the Trinity will now be your helper and guide (John 14:16-17; 16:13; Romans 8:9,11).


WATER BAPTISM

'Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.'  (Mark 16:16)

Every born again believer needs to be baptised.
It is such an integral part of Christian initiation that the New Testament takes for granted that a profession of faith in Christ will be followed more or less immediately by water baptism. Baptism is linked with believing in Jesus; some scriptures place them side by side as part of becoming a Christian (Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38 and 22:16).
'Those who accepted his message were baptised' (Acts 2:41).
'Many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptised' (Acts 18:8).
Those who wish to become members of Fairfield Community Church should, as born again believers, consider seriously being baptised by immersion. As it says at the end of Matthew’s gospel 'Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them ...' (Matthew 28:19-20). 
1.	WHAT ABOUT THE ‘BAPTISM’ (CHRISTENING) OF INFANTS?
	We must be clear about this: water baptism is not for babies. Nowhere does the New Testament refer to such a practice. Water baptism is for believers only. This implies a certain level of intellectual development and is for those who are old enough to say and understand that Jesus has forgiven their sins and become Lord of their lives.
2.	WHY BAPTISM BY IMMERSION OF BELIEVERS?
i. Baptism by sprinkling is a contradiction in terms.  The word 'baptise' is the English form of a Greek word meaning, 'to dip, immerse, submerge or plunge into a liquid'. It was used by dyers to describe the act of dipping material in dye. There can be no doubt whatsoever that New Testament baptism was by complete immersion.
ii. Another reason for insisting on baptism by immersion (Acts 10:47-48), is that baptism is described in Romans 6 as a picture of the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and our association with him in it.  We go down under the water into death and rise up into the air again in newness of life.  We are 'buried' under the water, marking the end of the old self. We come up again, just as Jesus was raised from the tomb, to start a new life of victory.
iii. Nowhere in Scripture is it suggested that a handful of water was sufficient or that baptism was unimportant or not necessary. All the evidence shows us that there needed to be a large and plentiful supply of water; enough in fact to cover the baptismal candidate (Mark 1:10; Acts 8:38-39; John 3:23. 
iv. 'Don't you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.' (Romans 6:3-4)
3.	WHAT DOES BAPTISM DO FOR THE BELIEVER?
i.	It demonstrates our profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  This very public declaration of faith, an outward show of what has already taken place in our hearts, is a very important milestone in our lives.  Here we can point back to a definite event that took place in our lives - an outward demonstration that we have passed from our old life into a new life with Jesus.
ii.	There is a cutting away of the old nature as the dominant power in our lives.  As it says in Romans 6 we are to die to our old lives and be raised up to a new life in Jesus; a new life where he is our Lord and Master.
	In addition, the signals that we are sending out to other people by taking this step of obedience, tell them that we are serious about being a Christian;  that we have truly laid down our own lives to follow Jesus.  It is a sign of total commitment;  not turning back.
Have you been baptised by immersion as a believer?  If not, and you know that this is the next step for you then let us know.  Our baptismal classes will help you prepare for this very exciting and blessed act of obedience to Jesus.



‘Serving Christ, serving the community’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
COMMITMENT COURSE	Study Two
FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE – THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

'You will receive POWER when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be MY witnesses.'  (Acts 1:8)

THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
1. Along with baptism in water, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a vital part of the believer's initiation into Christ (Acts 2:38). It is a distinct experience of the Holy Spirit in one’s life.  Jesus is the one who baptises with the Holy Spirit.  We become 'immersed, plunged, overwhelmed' with the Spirit of God.  (Matthew 3:11;  Mark 1:8;  Luke 3:16;  John 1:33;  Acts 1:5).
2. The New Testament uses different expressions for the same experience:  'baptism in the Holy Spirit'  (Acts 1:5;  11:16);  'being filled'  (Acts 2:4;  9:17);  'the gift promised'  (Acts 1:4;  2:38;  8:18,20;  10:45;  11:17;  15:8);  'receiving'  (Acts 2:38;  8:15, 17, 19;  10:47;  19:2);  'coming upon'  (Acts 1:8; 10:44, 45;  11:15;  19:6);  'clothed with power'  (Luke 24:49;  Acts 1:8); and 'poured out'  (Acts 10:45).
3. Whenever the experience is described in Scripture then ‘supernatural’ signs such as speaking in foreign or heavenly languages never previously learnt (speaking in tongues), prophecy, praise and boldness in witnessing etc., are seen in the believer's life. Is this your experience of the Holy Spirit? The emphasis is most certainly on the blessedness of entering into the experience rather than worrying too much about how it happens.  This is God's work and is available for every believer, for all those who earnestly desire it. He will not fail us as we come in simple faith.  When a gift is given we are called to receive, don’t give up until you do. All we receive is through grace.

IS THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR ALL BELIEVERS?
1. The simple answer is ‘yes!’  This is not just for the select few.  At conversion every believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit (John 3:5; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 6:19).  This ‘indwelling’ however is not the same as the ‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’.  This ‘baptism’ is not always the immediate experience of every believer (Acts 8:16; 19:2), even so, this blessing of the ‘baptism of the Holy Spirit’ is an experience freely available and promised to all who have put their trust in Christ.
2. Baptism in the Holy Spirit should be a part of every Christian's inheritance and is available for us all to fully explore and enter into.  Do not neglect this important part of your Christian heritage.  God promised, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.’ (Acts 2:17)  His promise is for you.
3. Peter said, 'Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and all who are far off - for all whom the Lord our God will call.'  (Acts 2:38-39).
4. The Lord Jesus Christ himself also received the power of the Holy Spirit for service (Luke 3:21-22; 4:1;  Isaiah 61:1-3).  Before he ascended into heaven he told his disciples to wait until they were clothed with this power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49), only then would they be equipped to serve.

HOW DO I RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT?
1. Sometimes the Lord baptises in the Holy Spirit by a direct sovereign act, whilst at other times it may be through the ministry of fellow believers where the laying on of hands is involved (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44;  8:17; 19:6). We receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit in the same way that we receive all the blessings of God - by faith (Galatians 3:1-5).
2. Sometimes we can be hindered from receiving because of lack of understanding, fear, unbelief, prejudice, lack of sound teaching, lack of desire, sinful behaviour or failure to wholly follow Christ.  When approaching God we need to do so with a clear conscience and so we ask him to cleanse us from all sin, (Hebrews 4:14-16;  Romans 8:1;  1 John 1:7, 9;  2:1-2;  Hebrews 10:22).
3. We can now come confidently to our Father in heaven and ask him for this empowering of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said, 'If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!' (Luke 11:13).
4. We then simply believe that God has heard our prayer and so we start to thank him and then by faith receive the gift of the Spirit.  We will then begin to enter a whole new area of praise and worship - beyond the limited expressions of our own native language.  We will begin to praise in other languages, supernaturally given by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2; 10; 19). We speak out in faith as we feel the Spirit prompting us.

DO I HAVE TO SPEAK IN TONGUES?
1. No, you do not have to speak in tongues, and for some people this may not occur, but when you enter into this fullness of the Holy Spirit it is a very common operation of God’s Spirit working within, provided you do not let prejudice or fear hinder the flow of the Holy Spirit.  Expect to speak in tongues, to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12 and to enter into greater realms of praise and worship.  Expect also greater power and boldness when speaking for Christ (Acts 1:8).
2. Once we begin to speak in tongues we should expect the language to be spontaneous and to fluently grow.  We will not understand the words we are saying, nor should we expect to: 'for anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.  Indeed no-one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.' (1 Corinthians 14:2).
3. From Scripture it is evident that there is a private and a public gift of tongues. In the latter case there needs to be an interpretation of the tongue so that the whole church is edified and built up. This interpretation can come from the person with the tongue, or another believer who gives the interpretation. (1 Corinthians 14:3-5 and 27-28)
4. This is not the end of our Christian experience. We are called upon to continually walk in and be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18), manifesting the character and fruit of the Holy Spirit as well as the gifts already described (Galatians 5:16-25; Romans 12:1-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; 1 Peter 4:7-11).
WHAT ARE THE BLESSINGS OF THE BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT?
1. We receive power to witness for Christ (Acts 1:8; 4:31; 9:17, 20).
2. We are enabled to pray, worship and sing praises in the Spirit (i.e. in tongues) as distinct from prayer and praise in our native language (Romans 8:26-27, 1 Corinthians 14:2, 15).  Such prayer and praise is expressed directly to God. There is consequently a greater release of the Holy Spirit in our lives. This does not mean that prayer and praise in one’s own language is of no value or that it is not in the Spirit!
3. We should expect to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We experience a new level of God's power in our lives (1 Corinthians 12:1-11; 14:1). This does not mean that we have 'arrived' or that those believers who have not yet entered into this fullness of the Spirit are in any way inferior Christians.
4. We should become more sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit  (Acts 13:2; Revelation chapters 2 and 3).
5. Have you been baptised in the Holy Spirit? All who are a part of Fairfield Community Church are encouraged to actively and earnestly seek for more of the fullness of the Spirit in their lives on a daily basis Don’t’ be afraid.  God wants to bless you with more of his Holy Spirit.
6. This is not a once and only experience many of the passages we have looked in this part of the course are written in the present continuous tense in NT Greek. This literally means ‘be filled and keep on being filled’ with the Holy Spirit.’
If you would like an opportunity to be prayed for in order to be baptised in the Holy Spirit as members of the Body of Christ it is our privilege to pray for you. 




‘Serving Christ, serving the community’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
COMMITMENT COURSE	Study Three
THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH

	'He [God] raised him [Christ] from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.'  (Eph 1:20-23)
OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST AS LORD AND MASTER
1. Our commitment to Christ’s church must always begin with commitment to Christ as our Lord and Saviour.(2 Corinthians 8:5). Individually and together we confess him to be our new Master (Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Philippians 2:11).  We are his servants, ready to do his will (Galatians 1:10).  The Lord Jesus requires total commitment to himself (Luke 14:27; 31-33).  As his disciples we are expected to obey him in everything (Matthew 28:18-20).
2. Christ asks for the most radical change that is possible in our lives.  He asks for a complete denial of ourselves and enthronement of himself as Lord of our lives.  It is as we surrender our lives to Christ without reservation that we become the kind of people he wants us to be; people whom he can use to do his will (Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 2:12-13).  This is what Christian discipleship is all about.  We are all learners (students or apprentices); it is a life-long process.  The Holy Spirit is our Helper through every step we take and the Bible is our instruction manual (John 14:16; 16:7-15; Psalm 119:105).
3. Society today places great value on status, money, pleasure and possessions.  Christ does not promise any of these things to his followers but rather a life of fulfilment, purpose, joy, usefulness (John 10:10) and sometimes suffering (2 Timothy 1:8-9). He came to bring in a new society based on a totally different set of values.  Obedience to Christ brings great reward (Matthew 6:19-21;  25:21).

CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE LOCAL CHURCH (THE REDEEMED COMMUNITY)
1. When Jesus said 'I will build my church' (Matthew 16:18), he indicated that he was going to create a new community of people whose characteristic feature would be unswerving loyalty to him.  (We must always remember that the church is never a building, nor an organisation or denomination but a community of people.)  It was never Christ's intention that his disciples should be isolated (1 Corinthians 12:14-27).  We are all members of his Body, the Church.
2. The New Testament speaks of the 'Universal (Worldwide and in heaven) Church' (Colossians 1:18).  The local church should be an expression of the 'universal church' in a given geographical area. Ideally there should be one local church in each town, city or village (1 Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1) 
3. The truth is that, in Christ we are all one regardless of denomination. It is important, however, that we know which local church Jesus wants us to belong to.  This local church should become our spiritual home where we grow in fellowship and in his service.  Christ does not want us to become ‘spiritual nomads’. 

COMMUNION
Each week we remember Jesus, his suffering, his death and resurrection in the way in which he asked all true disciples to do. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 says this: ‘For I received from the Lord what I passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
 Communion is also called the Eucharist (Anglican), Breaking of Bread (Brethren), the Lord’s Supper (non-conformist) and Mass (Roman Catholic). It is a sacrament that Jesus left us and commanded us to keep ‘lest we forget’ his great sacrifice through his dying for us.
The bread represents his body, the wine (or grape juice) represents his blood which seals God’s new covenant. The basis of the new covenant is the death of Jesus – a relationship based entirely on love. In the old covenant God says, ‘This is what you must do.’ In the new, he says, ‘This is what I have done.’ By faith, in eating the bread, Christians realise Jesus’ presence. Through Jesus, Christians are members of God’s covenant community. At the Last Supper Jesus said, ‘This is my blood, poured out for many, sealing the new covenant between God and his people’ (Mark 14:24).
It is important for all Christians to approach communion (or the Lord’s Supper) with clean hands and a pure heart. Psalm 24:4 and Matthew 5:23-24 tells us that if there are wrongdoings then these need to be confessed and put right with the Lord (or other people) before receiving communion. If this is not possible, then we need to allow the plate and the cup to pass by until things are put right. Here at FCC we operate what is sometimes referred to as an ‘open table’ – this means that if you have a visiting friend or relative who is not a member of FCC but who is a born again Christian, then we warmly welcome that person to share in communion with us. 
It is also important that every church only allows those who know and love the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Saviour to receive communion – otherwise they will bring down judgement upon themselves as it says in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29 ‘Whoever, therefore, eats the bread and drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgement against themselves’.
We take communion at most Sunday morning services. One of the church leaders officiates at the communion table – after giving thanks they break the loaf of bread, which we share together, and pour out the cups of wine. We use grape juice as we do not want to be a stumbling block to anyone in the congregation who may struggle with the temptations of alcohol. Both are then served in turn by the stewards. The act of passing the emblems from one to another with a short blessing or word of encouragement is an important expression of our fellowship together.
Communion is important for a number of reasons, for during communion we can:
· Look back (to Calvary – the Lord’s suffering, servant-hood and death on the cross)
· Look at the present (our salvation and status before an almighty God), and
· Look forward to that time when we shall be forever with the Lord in heaven – and ultimately to the second coming of Jesus, when there will no longer be a need for communion services.

OUR CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER : THE WAY WE BEHAVE MATTERS
	Belonging to the church means that having first committed ourselves to Christ as Lord, we then commit ourselves both to one another (John 13:34-35) as fellow members of the Body of Christ and also to the leaders appointed by the church to care for us (1 Thessalonians 5:12;  Hebrews 13:17).  The leaders in turn are committed to our welfare and growth in Christ.

OUR CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER : WE ALWAYS NEED TO FORGIVE
1. We cannot say that we love Christ but then ignore each other's needs (Galatians 6:2; 1 John 4:16-21).  We are called to love and serve one another. In Fairfield Community Church each member is expected to care one for the other. However, from time to time there may be disagreements or hurts that arise within the church. It is at these times we will need to forgive each other (Colossians 3:13).

OUR CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER : MEETING TOGETHER
1. 'Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching'  (Heb 10:25).  It is a privilege and joy to meet together at every level of fellowship. The early church devoted themselves  to such times together:  Teaching, Fellowship, Breaking of Bread, Prayer.  They saw God move powerfully amongst them in signs and wonders; there was a real fear of God in their midst and outstanding times of praise and worship were the hallmark of their community gathering and lifestyle, (see Acts 2:42-47).  
2. Last but not least the church grew in numbers!  As we proclaim Christ who is Lord and he is seen to be Lord in our lives, the Church will see increase, to the glory of his name.  All members are encouraged to belong to and regularly attend a discipleship group, Sunday services and prayer meetings.  We do so because Jesus calls us.  



‘Serving Christ, serving the community’
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
COMMITMENT COURSE	Study Four
A LIVING & GROWING CHURCH: ACCOUNTABLE TO EACH OTHER

‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer’ Acts 2:42
STRUCTURE IN THE CHURCH
1. As 'living stones' in God's house we each have our place. Just as there is a certain order to house construction so God has placed different people with different gifts in each church, in order to bring glory and honour to him (1 Timothy 3:15). 
2. We believe that church leaders are called to exercise their authority in a spirit of humility and service, whilst allowing God to be in charge of the church. 
3. We believe that God wants his Church to have apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers (Ephesians 4:11), we believe that all these ministries are in existence today and did not die out with the New Testament Church (Ephesians 4:12-13).  

LEADERS
1. The overall leadership in the church is the responsibility of the Leadership Team, which includes those  who are also called Bishops or Overseers and Pastors/Shepherds in the New Testament. 
2. For a person to qualify as a Leader they must fulfil the requirements listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.  We feel that Leaders carry the spiritual responsibility for the church and the individuals who make up the church. 
3. Leaders need to be called by God to this very important role (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11; Acts 20:28).  Within the church we feel that the existing leadership should recommend to the church those that they feel are being called to a Leadership responsibility (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5;  Act 13:3) which will then be tested by seeking the confirmation of the whole community at FCC at a church meeting.  

THE ROLE OF THE LEADERS
1. They are to shepherd, protect, teach and care for the church and to bring the overall vision of God to the church. We believe that this role is not the responsibility of only one person, as the New Testament speaks of leaders running the church. Which brings together different people with different gifts who will lead the church safely (Acts 20:28-32; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

2. The Leaders are not to overstep their authority, (Luke 22:24-27).  Their authority, like that of Christ's, is to be exercised through love, service and example, for the encouragement and building up of those they care for (2 Corinthians 10:8; 1 Peter 5:3). Therefore, they take their leadership responsibilities seriously and will serve for a specified time before seeking new confirmation from the congregation or stepping down from leadership.  

3. In order to bring structure, direction and growth to the church we will look to appoint a leader for various areas of church life such as; finance, administration, worship etc.  They will be set apart publicly and confirmed into office by the church. 

4. As a church, we are committed to seeing God’s Kingdom grow in our community and hence to see growth in the church, both spiritually and physically.  We need therefore to be committed to seeing each area serve the others in order that our growth is healthy. The leadership forms the church council.

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
1. In the New Testament, we read that the church not only gathered together in larger groups but also had fellowship 'from house to house'. Sometimes it is not possible to have deep and significant relationships with people on a Sunday morning or evening; we need more intimate fellowship with Christians. Times where we can share, pray, worship and study together.  In order to help facilitate this we run discipleship groups during the week (Romans 16:3-5; Colossians 4:15; Philemon 1-2). 
2. Each group is cared for by a leader and, where possible an assistant, who have been approved and set in place by the leaders of the Church. The leader’s role is to encourage people to serve and bless one another and to seeks to develop a family feeling among the group members.  It is our prayer that these groups will be the real strength of the church. All of the leaders and assistants are accountable to, and helped by, the head of Pastoral ministries.

SUNDAY SERVICES (A.M.)
1. The meeting of the whole church on Sundays and on special occasions are to be glorious times of praise, worship, inspiration, edification, prayer, fellowship and outreach. Sunday mornings is where we receive teaching and join together for worship. Most Sunday mornings we regularly share communion together, we believe that communion is central to the whole gospel message. 
2. Obviously there are times when you cannot make it to our Sunday services, and the Lord knows this. We should make a commitment to join whenever we possibly can because we love Jesus (Hebrews 10:25; Acts 1:14; Acts 2:42-47), and his people.  God has put something very special into church, which means that we should make every effort to attend church regularly.
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PRAYER 
1. We would like to encourage every member to be committed to prayer both at home and with the church. Of course, we are all learners in this and seek by God’s grace to do the best we can.  Whatever we do however, we do because we love Jesus and because he is there in the midst, calling us to come to him in prayer (2 Chronicles 7:14).
2. It is important to establish a good habit in prayer because there will be many times when ‘we don’t feel like it’.  Good habits lies at the heart of ‘devotion’.  Today, so often, we are plagued not so much by ‘is it true?’ but rather ‘does it feel good?’  We currently have set aside fortnightly discipleship group time as our ‘corporate prayer time ’, we meet together at 8pm for two hours, and also one evening a month for the whole church to come together to pray.

CHILDREN'S AND YOUTH WORK
1. We are committed as a church, to seeing an effective structure for the care and teaching of our children from birth right through into adult life.  We wish to see, under God, a ministry that meets the needs of the children and young people in our care - whether from churched or unchurched background.  We are dedicated to the task of reaching children and young people for Jesus and of turning them into disciples for him. Our constant prayer is that God will raise up apostles, prophets, evangelists pastors and teachers from among the children.
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FELLOWSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY
'They devoted themselves to the apostles'  TEACHING and to the FELLOWSHIP, to the BREAKING OF BREAD and to PRAYER.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  ALL the believers were TOGETHER and had EVERYTHING IN COMMON.  (Acts 2:42-44).

BODY MINISTRY
1. Every Christian is a member of the Body of Christ, his Church.  We each have different gifts that God has given us to share within the Body (1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Romans 12:1-13; Ephesians 4:7-16).  We would like to encourage you to play your full part in the life of the church, for as each one of us uses our gifts, then there will be healthy growth.  You are vital to the ongoing development of the church and its congregation whatever your ministry!
2. We firmly believe in the priesthood of all believers.  Christ did not institute an 'official priesthood'. He taught that all his followers were equal and that not one believer is superior to another.  In Christ we are all priests ministering to the Lord (1 Samuel 3:1;  Ezekiel 43:19;  44:15-16;  45:4;  Colossians 3:17;  1 Peter 2:5, 9;  Revelation 1:6;  5:10;  20:6). We do encourage each member to share within the ministry of the church, to bless those inside and outside of our fellowship.

3. Whenever we come together each one may feel led to pray, to bring an utterance in tongues or an interpretation, a prophecy, a testimony, an exhortation, a reading from scripture, a vision, a song. As the Holy Spirit leads the meeting he will want to prompt individuals to contribute. This will bless the whole church and people will be uplifted and blessed (1Corinthians 14:12, 26, 31, 12:7; Romans 12:6; Ephesians 4:16).

PRIVATE LIFE AND DEVOTIONS
1. Personal integrity in private life is the only way to ensure the integrity of the Body of believers.  We desire to honour the Lord in every way: in business, employment, socially and at home as well as at the gathering together of the church for worship and ministry (Luke 12:2-3; Matthew 12:33-37; Romans 13:7 1 Thessalonians 4:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; Colossians 3:12-17)

2. As we meet with the Lord regularly in the privacy of our own homes, reading the Word of God (Matthew 4:4), engaging in prayer (Matthew 6:6;  Acts 17:11), then our times together publicly - on Sundays, at discipleship groups, at prayer meetings and other events - will become occasions of great power and blessing (Hebrews 10:25). Always come prepared for such blessing!  Both to give and to receive.  

3. God has called the church to be totally different from the world. As members of such a community we must be loyal to one another (1 Corinthians 12:26; Philippians 2:4; James 4:11; Colossians 4:5). We should not entertain gossip concerning fellow members (2 Corinthians 12:20). 


SERVING THE BODY
1. There are always practical jobs that need doing, whether at church events, the manse or simply helping one another. If you feel that the Lord is leading you to help in any particular ministry then let us know. From bricklayers to carpenters, baby sitters to flower arrangers, all are welcome on board, (Acts 20:35; Galatians 5:13). However weak or inadequate you may feel, always pray that the Lord will use you in some way to minister to others both spiritually and practically. You will be amazed and thrilled at the way God answers prayer (2Corinthians 12:9).

TITHING AND FINANCIAL GIVING 
1. In our church we believe each Christian should bring their tithes and offerings to the church which we see as an act of worship. The word 'tithe' means a 'tenth', ie. one tenth of our income.
2. Jesus did not condemn or do away with the practice of tithing (Matthew 23:23), while he was ministering Jesus always encouraged wholeheartedness in giving (Luke 6:38;  Matthew 6:21). We do not live under law, but under grace and feel that it is down to each Christian to decide what they should be giving. Under the law a tithe was usually the minimum and the maximum that people gave. In the New Testament it talks about churches making offerings for each other as opposed to giving a tithe of their giving. At Fairfield Community Church we believe that people should bring their tithes and offerings to the church. This is not a condition of membership but is encouraged as a faithful expression of our commitment to the Lord.
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WHAT TO DO NEXT

Now that you have finished the course you should have a good idea of what it means to become a member of Fairfield Community Church. 

Fairfield Community Church is in partnership with King’s Baptist Church and through them the Baptist Union. We also relate with other Christian groups. We are not centrally governed, but are a locally autonomous church and we seek in every way to be a Bible believing, Spirit filled fellowship of Christians. We also recognise and share fellowship with other churches locally.

If you feel that God is leading you to join us then please fill in the slip overleaf and return it to the person who took your commitment course. Once we receive your application for membership then we will arrange a visit from two members of the Church Council. Upon successful completion of the visit, your application will be forwarded to the earliest Church Meeting for approval.

Usually there are four church meetings per year including the AGM. New members must wait six months before they are eligible to vote. It is our desire that the Holy Spirit be at work in these members’ meetings giving glory to our Lord Jesus Christ as the leadership and congregation together seek the will of God. 

As you can see from the studies, membership at Fairfield Community Church means much more than being able to vote at church meetings, it means being committed to one another. May the Lord bless you abundantly as you join us.

Love in Jesus,


The Leadership Team
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP AT FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH


Name		…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address	…………………………………………………………………………………………………
				………………………………………………………………………………………………….
				…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Postcode	…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Telephone	…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email		…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please tick the boxes and return to the person that you did the course with. 

· I would like to become a member
· I have attended all of the required commitment course and look forward to serving God amongst you.

· I have received copies of the church’s Constitution, and understand its mission and values.
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